Why do assassin probes fizzle? 


It is utterly incredible how Richard 
Sprague, heretofore known as one of 
the toughest, most incorruptible pros- 
ecutors in the nation, is now being 
thought of as something of an amoral 
pragmatist conducting a “witch- 
hunt”or “posse” with an investigation 
that hasn't even begun. 

Perhaps this isn't so incredible if 
one recalls what happened to the ca- 
reer of New Orleans District Attorney 
Jim Garrison (also once thought of as 
a courageous law enforcement offi- 
cial) when he began his own in- 
vestigation of the Kennedy assassina- 
tion more than 10 years ago. 

In fact, almost everyone who has 
taken an interest in reopening probes 
into the assassination controversy has 
been discredited in one way or anoth- 
er, particularly if the person was act- 
ing with any official capacity. 

What is even more outrageous than 
the new attacks on Mr. Sprague are 
the people complaining that the probe 
is going to cost to much — how many 
people have considered the money 
Congress squandered in the past 
year? 

If the House Committee on Assassi- 
nations fails to win the approval of the 
new Congress, it will be a black mark 
on this country second only to Viet- 
nam and Watergate. The public can 
prevent this disaster from happening 
if there is still any measure of com- 


mitment left in our national fibre; 
perhaps it is lost along with the mem- 
ory of our late President and civil 
rights leader. We shall see. 

Herbert E. Siskron 
Philadelphia 

I am both outraged and bewildered 
by the recent remarks by some mem- 
bers of the media, the Congress and 
portions of the “Liberal” community 
regarding the potential violation of 
“civil liberties” by the new House 
Committee on Assassinations. This 
appears to be yet another excuse to 
discontinue any serious investigation 
of the various murders and their 
cover-ups, or at least to cripple the 
momentum of the probe by Mr. 
Sprague from the start. 

It may be far more profitable, to 
turn our attention to the civil liberties 
of America as a whole, besmirched 
for at least a generation by clandes- 
tinism and cover-ups, not to mention 
the civil rights. of our late President 
and our Nobel Prize winner (a man 
who surrendered everything for the 
goal of true “civil liberty”). Who 
speaks for them? 

Amidst the recent hubbub about the 
cost of the investigation and the pos- 
sible violation of civil liberties, per- 
haps we should recall the purpose and 
importance of the investigation itself. 

Christopher Sharrett 
Doylestown, Pa. 



